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     December is here bringing with it 
colder temperatures, snow and the 
holidays are soon to follow!  As we 
prepare for the upcoming holidays and 
the Winter Break, our task to remain 
focused on teaching and learning for 
the next few weeks is a priority 
amongst all the merriment and 
celebrations of December.  I would like 
to remind you to encourage your child 
to read daily over the break.  The winter 
break would be a great time to not only 
read a book but to also write your own 
family’s holiday tale together on cold 
winter’s day, your children could even 
do the illustrations.  What a great way 
to reflect year to year as fun family 
keepsake!  

 
 
 

     As a reminder, Wednesday, 
December 20th is the last day of classes 
in 2017for our students; this leaves only 
14 school days left this quarter.  
December 20th will NOT be a Late Start 
Wednesday, as it is also an Early 
Release day with student dismissal at 
1:30pm. 
     Classes will resume on Wednesday, 
January 3, 2018 – this will be a regular 
Late Start Wednesday.    
     I am grateful to be sharing such 
important gifts with your children!  The 
gift of foundational education, building 
blocks for your child to build upon as 
they navigate their educational journey.   
I would like to wish you and your family 
a very happy holiday season.   
     Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays 
and a very Happy New Year!        
 Dave Boulden, Principal 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principally Speaking … 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Kindergarten Concert and PTA Unit Meeting 

As the holidays approach we would like to invite you to join us on 
Tuesday, December 5th and let our kindergarten students entertain you with 
their special music under the direction of Mrs. Kristin Chandler.  The evening 
begins at 6:30pm in the gym with a PTA meeting and the music performance 
immediately following.  Please come and enjoy the magical music moments 
our kindergarten students have prepared for you!  Students will meet   Mrs. 
Chandler in the gym @ 6:20pm on the risers.           

 

 

Reminder... 
Early Release 

Wednesday, Dec. 20th 
1:30pm 

     
 

 

 

          

As we prepare for the upcoming 
Winter Break, we have reminded 
students to take care of their 
Chromebook during the holidays.  
The District Technology 
Department reports more 
damages reported after long 
breaks.  Your support is 
appreciated to assure care is taken 
of your child’s device during the 
holiday hustle and bustle! 

 

 

 

 ChromeBooks 

December 2017 
Roaring with Pride 

200 NW Ward Road 
Lee’s Summit, MO  64063 

816-986-1350 
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Winter brings the cold temperatures, snow and ice and it does 
make us wonder “do we have school”?   To help keep you 
informed regarding school cancellations you may call the 
Lee’s Summit R-7 Information line at 986-1001 and choose 
option #1, watch your local TV channels or you may receive 
a School Messenger  
 
 

 
computer call with the cancellation information.  Please 
remember to notify the Westview office if you have changes 
in contact phone numbers to assure you receive notification 
calls.  As winter is here to stay for a while; please send your 
child prepared for the weather with coats, hats and gloves as 
we will be having outdoor recess as the weather permits.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Westview Spelling Bee was held on Thursday, November 30th.   We are very proud of all 
the spelling bee participants. Once again … this was an exciting spelling bee.  This year we had 8 
rounds of head to head competition!  The winning word this year was “thermal”.  Congratulations 
to Brianna Sloan, 5th grade – 1st place; Wyatt Dewey, 5th grade – 2nd place. And Sydney Frye-
Floyd, 5th grade – 3rd place. I would also like to congratulate all of our spelling bee participants for 
an outstanding job! 

We are fortunate to have so many wonderful and 
passionate educators at Westview Elementary.  
This month I am thrilled to share our own Mrs.  
Rachel McBride was featured in the latest edition 
of the LSR7 Equity Minute.  Mrs. McBride is a 
Reading Specialist who has a passion for working 
with children to “empower them with the skills 
they need to foster reading independence.”  Mrs. 
McBride has a genuine drive to build 
relationships with her students lending another 
important component in her students’ academic 
success.  Congratulations Mrs. McBride and 
thank you for sharing your love of literacy with 
our Westview students and families! 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   Winter Weather 
 

What do I wear for recess?                                        
What is school is dismissed early? 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/a/lsr7.net/file/d/1us_gJHTQKHujoUNqnN0j5dYYjNFvRqTd/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/a/lsr7.net/file/d/1us_gJHTQKHujoUNqnN0j5dYYjNFvRqTd/view?usp=drive_web
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 Art Classes 

by Stella Walker 
 
  Greetings from the art room and Happy December!  Students will be 
bringing home some beautiful fall artwork that has filled our halls.  I loved 
seeing their pumpkins, leaves, and warm colors every day, but we need to 
make room for snowscapes, chimneys, reindeer and evergreens.  I love this 
time of year!  I think I say that about every season.  
 
Art supplies are an excellent gift for any holiday/celebration.  The fourth and 
fifth graders are just about to start working with watercolor colored pencils. I 
heard a lot of ooh’s and ahh’s as I was doing a demonstration for my 
classes.  (hint-hint) All my grades love to work with oil pastels, but they can 
be a little messy, so prepare yourself.  I would like to think a sketchbook and 
a good old fashioned pencil stayed at the top of Christmas lists….it was 
always on mine.  :) 
 
Have a happy holiday and enjoy the winter break.  
 

Music Classes 
by Kristin Chandler 
Happy December!  
 
November flew by and we were very busy in the music room. Here is 
what we have been up to!  
 
Kindergarten: We have been working hard to prepare for our 
upcoming concert! Join us in the gym Dec. 5th at 6:30 p.m. to hear all of 
our winter songs!  
First Grade: These students have been working on creating an 
ostinato (repeated pattern) with different styles of music.  
Second Grade: We have composing different styles of music and 
working on adding introductions and codas to many songs!  
Third Grade: We have been identifying different forms of music. AB, 
ABA, Verse/Chorus, and several others. Your third grader should be 
able to listen to a song and tell you what form it is in.  
Fourth Grade: Our fourth graders have been learning about dynamics. 
They can play, compose, and identify all levels of dynamics.  
Fifth Grade: We have been working on composing music in many 
different time signatures. Students can compose and play their 
rhythms.  
Sixth grade: Our students are still working on learning to play the 
ukulele. We are also preparing for our DARE Graduation performance 
on December 13th.  
 
I’m anxious for the excitement in the music room during the push to 
winter break. I hope everyone has a wonderful December!  
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Fun  
& 

 Fitness 

 

Physical Education Classes 
by Jeremy Witzke 
     November has been a busy month in PE.  All students have been 
participating in our hockey unit this month.  Students competed in a 
“championship day” on the last three days of the unit.  The highlight of 
the unit for the 5th grade was attending the 2nd KC Mavericks Kids Day 
on November 14th.  Students got to see a real hockey game.  We 
watched the Mavericks beat the Tulsa Oilers with a 5 - 3 victory. 
 
For December each grade level will play a variety of games.  The 
primary grades will have several winter-themed games for PE 
activities.  Intermediate grades will start racquet skills which will lead 
into a tennis unit. 
 
I hope everybody can get out and enjoy the nice weather and when the 
snow falls! 
 
 

"The Lee's Summit R-7 School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, sex, disability, age or any other characteristic 
protected by law in its programs, activities or in employment." 

 

 

PTA Grandparents Breakfast 
     Thanksgiving is a wonderful time for families to gather, make memories 
and our annual PTA Grandparents Breakfast is a perfect way to start the 
Thanksgiving Holiday!  Our Westview students truly enjoy this special one on 
one time with their loved ones and take great pride in sharing their school.  
Our PTA did a wonderful job hosting this event as over 500 people were 
served for breakfast that morning –a new record!  We hope your family was 
able to join us on November 21st and enjoyed this fun morning hosted by our 
gracious Westview PTA.  
 

T’was the night before Christmas and all through the house, the family was reading about a sweet little mouse.   

They laughed and they giggled at the stories they read.  Making great memories which will stick in their heads.   

Holidays are special, so many good stories to share, cuddled up nice and cozy in a soft comfy chair.    

Parents cherish these moments, as children grow up too fast.  These are the moments you want to make last.   

The gift of your time is something so sweet, reading together is truly a treat.   

Books stir imagination, great adventures ahead, journey off to dreamland when you send them to bed.   

Hug them in closer, kiss the top of their head.  Enjoy reading together for time that is well spent. 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Happy Holidays!!  
The month of December is always a busy month. Our Character Trait for 
the month is Kindness. The kindness we see daily at Westview is always a 
joy to see. We have a great school family.  
During the month of December counselor lessons will focus on spreading 
Kindness!  
 

We will continue to watch for random acts of Kindness and hang our 
“Kindness Posters” on the walls! We are hoping to get 500 mini posters on 
the walls before our winter break!  
 

Please ask your child/children about our Kindness is Cool challenge. The 
students are working on showing 50 acts of Kindness to be able to earn a 
“dog tag”. When they earn their next 50 acts of Kindness they will be able 
to get another “dog tag”. Once the sheet is complete, return to Mrs. 
DeSelms.   
 

This month we are also starting a “Dear Jay” advice column. If the 
students have a question or need advice from another student have them 
write a note and place it in the “Dear Jay” box outside Mrs. DeSelms’ 
office. Once a month we will answer the questions through news crew, 
newsletters or return them to the classroom.  
 

As always, I hope you know you how very thankful I am for your children 
and the support you show all of us at Westview.  
 

Please feel free to call or email me if you have any questions or concerns.  
Kristie.deselms@lsr7.net    816-986-1356 

 

mailto:Kristie.deselms@lsr7.net
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Dr. Dennis L. Carpenter releases ‘Looking, Listening and 
Learning’ Superintendent’s 100-Day Report 
Report includes LS R-7 strengths and input process as well as immediate, short-term and long-term commitments 

Dr. Dennis L. Carpenter, Lee’s Summit R-7 School District superintendent, presented 
his 100-Day Report to the Board of Education at a Nov. 16 meeting. The report includes 
information about the district’s strengths and the superintendent’s input process as well as 
immediate, short-term and long-term commitments. 

“My goal since beginning my tenure as superintendent on July 1 has been to work 
collaboratively to deepen and further cement the district’s well-deserved reputation of academic 
and extra-curricular excellence,” Dr. Carpenter said. “Throughout my first 100 days as your 
superintendent, I have sought to look, listen and learn. This 100-Day Report is based on these 
many interactions, meetings and events as well as my own analysis of the district’s achievement, 
student demographic and other data sets.” 

The complete Superintendent’s 100-Day Report is available at 
http://www.lsr7.org/superintendent/.  

Since being named Lee’s Summit R-7 superintendent in January 2017, Dr. Carpenter 
has met with more than 50 individuals including community leaders and district-level and 
school-level administrators. In addition, he has attended numerous community events and met 
with organizations such as the R-7 Citizens’ Advisory Committee, R-7 Business Roundtable, PTA 
presidents, Lee’s Summit Economic Development Council, Lee’s Summit Educational 
Foundation, Lee’s Summit Chamber of Commerce, Rotary Club and Jacomo Chapter of Retired 
School Personnel. Dr. Carpenter also spoke to several groups including the district’s All-Staff 
Kick-off Meetings, new teachers’ orientation, Chamber of Commerce monthly luncheon, local 
clergy and the R-7 District Leadership Team.   

Dr. Carpenter said the overall public sentiments of the school district are positive. “The community believes the school district to be a 
cornerstone that continues to be recognized as one of the most desirable in our country,” he said. “These positive sentiments are also evident in the 
greater community’s commitment to serving the district.” 

In terms of opportunities, Dr. Carpenter said his community discussions indicated that the district must proactively address enrollment growth 
and increased diversity, meet the increasingly complex needs of our children, build trust and continue opportunities to listen to the community. 

District strengths include outstanding educators and support staff, students who come to school prepared to learn, high levels of parent 
involvement, excellent curricular resources, outstanding community support and engagement, excellent salary/benefits for employees, top-quality 
operations and facilities and a strong financial position. 

Dr. Carpenter shared that his immediate commitments are driven by his unwavering belief that excellence and equity cannot be divided. “To 
continue to enjoy the tradition of excellence that has become synonymous with our district, we must honor the fact that some subpopulations of students 
are not participating in our tradition,” he added. 

Immediate commitments included in the report focus on increasing the learning and achievement of each child; addressing disparities and 
inequities to better serve all students; comparing favorably to Kansas City area Big 5 districts; enhancing workforce development and access to college 
courses for all students; further defining 21st century learning spaces; addressing facilities in terms of both new schools and improvements to existing 
schools; and strengthening public trust and enhancing communications. 

 Dr. Carpenter also discussed his ongoing short-term commitments which include emphasizing equity-focused schooling that maximizes key 
opportunities to tightly couple the work of the district with schools; addressing opportunity gaps among various subgroups; analyzing and addressing 
suspension rates in terms of gender, family income and ethnic groups; critiquing the district’s current continuous improvement process to ensure we meet 
the needs of 21st century learners; removing barriers for all students to rigorous courses and programs in the area of workforce development; forging a 
culture of equity-focused decision-making that puts students at the center, inclusive of analyzing hiring processes and committing to development of a 
workforce that mirrors our student demographics; developing strategies to ensure that the superintendent provides instructional leadership within the 
organization; and implementing a district-wide comprehensive mentoring program. 

LSR7 District Information  

http://www.lsr7.org/superintendent/
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Long-term commitments presented in the 100-Day Report were maintaining the district’s tradition of excellence; working with governmental 
entities and citizens to address growth; addressing needs related to new schools and existing schools; enhancing workforce development and the value of 
the Lee’s Summit R-7 high-school diploma; enhancing, supporting and maintaining a robust digital environment for all students; continuing to merge 
curricular resources through technology; and focusing on equity in all areas including overall performance and subgroups. 

  “I have always heard that you are either getting better or you are falling behind,” Dr. Carpenter said. “My commitment to Lee’s Summit R-7 is 
continuous improvement in all areas, and I am looking forward to continuing to work with our district’s staff, families and community leaders to 
implement this vision for our schools. There isn’t a community more equipped to do this work than ours and for that reason we should all be very excited 
about the future of Lee’s Summit R-7.” 

 

Lee’s Summit R-7 earns state’s top ranking through MSIP 5 
accountability system 
District-wide scores jump by 5.7 percentage points when compared to three years ago 

 The Lee’s Summit R-7 School District has earned the state’s top rating for academic achievement following the Nov. 15 release of Missouri 
assessment scores. The district scored 98.2 percent on the state’s rigorous Annual Performance Report (APR) for the 2016-17 school year, an increase of 
5.7 percentage points over the past three years. 

 The Missouri Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education annually issues a state 
report card for public schools through the Missouri 
School Improvement Program. This assessment 
system, established in 1990, is now in its fifth cycle 
and is often called MSIP 5. Performance standards 
used through MSIP 5 are designed to recognize the 
achievement and growth of all Missouri students. 

 “The Annual Performance Report reflects 
the high level of instructional effectiveness taking 
place in our schools,” said Dr. Dennis L. Carpenter, 
superintendent. “This is reflective of the quality of 
teachers and students we get to work with in our 
district. As we look to the future, this data also points 
to our greatest opportunity and that is ensuring that 
each student in our district participates in the level of 
academic achievement that has become 
synonymous with Lee’s Summit R-7.”  

Through the 2016-17 MSIP 5, Lee’s Summit 
R-7 scored 137.5 out of a possible 140 points. This is 
an increase over the 2015-16 year. 

Since the 2013-14 school year, Lee’s Summit R-7’s score on the Annual Performance Report has increased by 5.7 percentage points. Percentages 
over the last four years are 92.5 in 2013-14, 96.8 in 2014-15, 97.9 in 2015-16, and 98.2 in 2016-17. 

The MSIP 5 Annual Performance Report includes five major standards -- academic achievement, subgroup achievement, college and career 
readiness, attendance rates and graduation rates. Lee’s Summit R-7 students scored well in all five categories. 

Rachel McBride featured in ‘Equity Minute’ video  
Videos highlight staff members for outstanding work in area of equity 

 The Lee’s Summit R-7 School District recently launched a new video series known as “Equity Minute.” The 60-second videos are available on the 
district’s YouTube channel.    

 Rachel McBride, Westview Elementary reading specialist, is highlighted in the latest video, posted during November. 

 The videos highlight Lee’s Summit R-7 staff members for outstanding work in the area of equity and ensuring that every student is successful.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkUVmheiPOO5HR-j1Ajbcyg/featured
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iP1BA3_SU4
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Lee’s Summit R-7 earns Meritorious Budget Award from 
national organization 

The Lee’s Summit R-7 School District was selected to receive the Meritorious Budget Award for excellence in budget presentation by the 
Association of School Business Officials International. The award recognizes the district’s budget for the 2017-18 school year, and the school district also 
received the award for the previous school year. 

According to the national organization, the Meritorious Budget Award promotes and recognizes excellence in school budget presentation while 
acknowledging school business officials' skills in developing, analyzing and presenting a school system budget. After a rigorous review by professional 
auditors, the award is conferred only on school districts that have met or exceeded the program’s stringent criteria. The award is sponsored by Voya 
Financial, Inc.®.   

“School business officials are responsible for ensuring taxpayer dollars are spent wisely and that the district budget reflects student priorities 
and needs,” said John Musso, Association of School Business Officials International executive director. “The program helps applicants create an 
accessible, accurate budget that builds trust with their community.” 

The Lee’s Summit R-7 budget is available on the school district’s website at www.lsr7.org.  

 

Do you follow Dr. Carpenter on Twitter? 
Dr. Dennis L. Carpenter, Lee’s Summit R-7 superintendent, is on Twitter at https://twitter.com/EquitySupt1.  

 

LS R-7 Board of Education videotapes regular monthly 
meetings 

Videotaped meetings available on district’s YouTube and City of LS access channels 

 Lee’s Summit R-7 Board of Education regular monthly meetings are broadcast online and via the City of Lee’s Summit’s governmental access 
channel. The meetings are available on the district’s YouTube Channel and on the district’s BoardDocs webpage.  

 The Board of Education meetings have been broadcast online since December 2016. Beginning in summer 2017, they are also available on the 
City of Lee’s Summit governmental access channels -- AT&T U-verse 99, Spectrum (previously Time Warner) 2, Comcast 7 and Google TV 143. The Board 
meetings are being broadcast on the LSTV, Lee’s Summit governmental access channel, on the following schedule: noon Tuesdays, 7 p.m. Saturdays and 
9 p.m. Sundays.  

 For a schedule of Board of Education meetings, visit our Board webpage. 

 

School supporters invited to subscribe to 

electronic newsletter focusing on legislative advocacy 
The 'R-7 Advocacy' electronic newsletter provides interested individuals with relevant and timely information about legislative activities. Through 

this electronic communication, we will also occasionally ask subscribers to consider contacting their elected officials about specific proposed legislation that 
would impact Lee's Summit R-7 students. 

           If you would like to subscribe to this newsletter, please visit http://tiny.cc/h7gyny or e-mail Janice Phelan at janice.phelan@lsr7.net and ask to be added 
to the list. The R-7 Legislative Platform is available at http://tiny.cc/r9gyny. This website also includes a list of area elected officials and a Toolkit for 
Advocacy, developed with the assistance of the Missouri School Boards Association. 

   

http://www.lsr7.org/
https://twitter.com/EquitySupt1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkUVmheiPOO5HR-j1Ajbcyg
http://www.boarddocs.com/mo/lsr7sd/Board.nsf/Public
http://www.lsr7.org/school-board/board-of-education-meetings/
http://tiny.cc/h7gyny
http://tiny.cc/h7gyny
http://tinyurl.com/ks2gmqo
http://tinyurl.com/ks2gmqo
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Will you tell us your story about 
student success through R-7 Story 
Project? 

Do you have a story about your child that you'd like to share focusing on his or her 
success in school? As part of "The Story Project," Lee's Summit R-7 is featuring personal stories 
about our students and their accomplishments in school. We are looking for stories about a 
specific incident or an individual school staff member making a positive difference for your 
child. 

The stories may be about children from birth through high school and may be submitted by parents and guardians of both past and present 
students. Stories should be 200 words or less and should go to janice.phelan@lsr7.net. You may also contact Janice Phelan to provide general information, 
and she will draft your story for your review. 

For more information about The Story Project, visit the website.   

  

Sign up to receive ‘R-7 News Update,’ 

your weekly source for district news 
“R-7 News Update” is published weekly by the school district and is a great source of information for parents and community members alike. 

Visit our website at http://tiny.cc/pahyny to sign up for the electronic newsletter and stay informed. 

 

Families encouraged to visit website 

featuring student-related flyers 
Lee's Summit R-7 families are encouraged to frequently visit the district's informational flyers web page to learn about a wide variety of family 

and children's activities and events. The website includes student-related informational flyers from the R-7 School District as well as Missouri not-for-
profit organizations and is located at http://ow.ly/URe3k.     

  

Receive R-7 updates on Facebook 
Search for "Lee's Summit R-7 School District" on your Facebook page. 

 

Follow R-7 on Twitter 
Search for "LSR7" in your Twitter account. 

 

Check out Lee’s Summit R-7 on Instagram 
 Lee’s Summit R-7 is on Instagram, available by searching for “LeesSummitR7.” Instagram is a free online mobile photo-sharing, video-sharing and 
social networking service.  

 

http://www1.lsr7.org/static/projects/story/
http://ow.ly/BVrPs
http://tiny.cc/pahyny
http://www.lsr7.org/parents/flyers/
http://www.lsr7.org/parents/flyers/
https://www.facebook.com/LSR7Schools/
https://twitter.com/LSR7
https://www.instagram.com/leessummitr7/?scrlybrkr=ec03fef4
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