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January Jokes 
By: Alex Gerling 

Jokes from: 13 New Year One Liners 

 
My resolution was to read more so I 

put the subtitles on my tv. 

  
I was going to quit all my bad habits 

for the new year, but then I 

remembered that nobody likes a 

quitter. 

 

New Year's is just a holiday created 

by calendar companies who don't want 

you reusing last year's calendar. 

 

 

Online Game 
By: John Southard 

 
MLK Game 

Please click the link for a 
fun MLK game! 

 

HPE HAPPENINGS 
By: Lauren McCann 

 
My name is Lauren McCann 

and I am in Mr. Ritters 6th grade class. I 
hope you all had an amazing winter 
break and a Merry Christmas! 5th grade 
had their “ Elflandia” musical on 
December 14th. Did you go? I thought it 
was amazing! And did you attend the 5th 
and 6th band and orchestra concert on 
December 11? It sounded great! Did you 
guys shop at the Holiday Shop by the 
library? The best seller was the #1 dad 
hat and the mom mugs,And, we raised 
about $800 from the $8000 we sold.. 
Again, I hope you all had a great winter 
break and a Merry Christmas. 

 

 

January 2018 Edition 

 
Listen Up in 2018!!  Seek First to Understand, 

Then to Be Understood! 

 

Calendar 
By:Caleb Kramer & Garrett Miller 

 
Winter Break  January 1st 

No School  January 2nd 

School Resumes-Second Semester 
Begins 

January 3rd  

National Cuddle Up Day January 6th 

Progress Reports Delivered  January 11th 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day- No 
School 

January 15th 

Bingo For Books January 26th  

 
 

 

Teaching Staff Of The Month 
 By:Brooke Winkle and Reese 

Stanley 

Mrs. Earley 
 
What is your favorite color? Blue 
 
Do you have any kids? If so, how many 
and what are their names? 2 girls Bobbie 
and Bethney, she has 5 grandkids. 
 
How long have been a first grade 
teacher? 20 years 
 
What is your favorite Habit? Habit 2 : 
Begin With The End  In Mind. 
 
Who inspired you to be a teacher? My 1st 
grade teacher Mrs. McVicker 
 
What do you for fun with your kids? 
Travel 
 
What is your favorite book?  
The Book Thief 

 

January Fun Facts 
By: Gavin Boor 

1. January's gem is garnet which 
represents constancy. 

2. The zodiac signs for January is 
Capricorn (December 22 - 
January 19) and Aquarius 
(January 20 - February 18). 

3. The Common Sense by 
Thomas Paine was published 
on January 10, 1776. 

4. On January 10, 1920 the 
League of Nations was 
established. 

5. National Blood Donor Month 
6. National Braille Literacy Month 
7. National Hobby Month 
8. National Soup Month 
9. National Staying Healthy Month 
10. On January 8, 1798, 

Amendment 11 to Constitution 
was proclaimed which modified 
the Supreme Court's power. 

http://www.primarygames.com/holidays/mlk/games/mazes/?scrlybrkr=7da4cadf#


 

 Sports Section 
By Micah Dittmer 

 
MU Tigers Jan. Basketball Schedule.  
MVP for Jan. is Kassius Robertson. 
Injuries Michael Porter Jr. - Back, Out 
for season.  
 South Carolina Gamecocks @ MU 
Tigers 1/3/18 Time 8:00pm 
#6 Florida Gators @ MU Tigers 1/6/18 
Time 12:00pm 
Georgia Bulldogs @ MU Tigers 1/10/18 
Time 8:00pm 
MU Tigers @ Arkansas Razorbacks 
1/13/18 Time 5:00pm 
Tennessee Volunteers @ MU Tigers 
1/17/18 Time 8:00pm 
MU Tigers @ #9 Texas A&M Aggies 
1/20/18 Time 3:00pm 
Auburn Tigers @ MU Tigers 1/24/18 
Time 8:00pm 
MU Tigers @ Mississippi St. Bulldogs 
1/27/18 Time 7:30 
MU Tigers @ #24 Alabama Crimson 

Tide 1/31/18 Time 8:00pm   

 

Habit of the Month 
By: Will Chuba 

Welcome to 2018, everyone! It’s 2017, 
but one year after! Hope you all had a 
great December celebration 
(Christmas, Hanukkah, etc.) and a 
happy new year! Everyone must be in 
the groove for fun, fun, and even 
more fun! 

However, when there is 
fun, there also must be work. The 
work is remembering the helpful 
seven habits to help you through life. 
This month, the habit is Habit Five, 
Seek First to Understand, Then To Be 
Understood (say that five times fast). 
It’s all about knowing that 
sometimes, you can listen to other 
people with more than your ears. For 
example… 

Let’s say your 
three-year-old brother is crying. He is 
having a huge fit, but what he says is 
unintelligible and you can’t 
understand him. He points furiously 
towards his bottle that he always 
uses, but you still don’t get what he 
wants until your parents finally come 
home from work and tell you, 
disappointed that you weren’t able to 
figure out something so simple. 

Seems obvious now, right? 
But in the moment, you might only 
depend on what you hear, and 
nothing else - we’re all guilty of this 
when we feel stressed. Now, how are 

A Must Read Book 
 By: Will Chuba 

  
      By now, you’re probably used to this. “Ugh, it’s always the 
same. Will picks two books, says why they’re cool, and leaves.” 

Pretty lame, right? I mean, I might get ya some good reads, but you 
need more. 

        But with a new year comes new books! I’ll be doing my review 
for books as usual, but I’ll also interview Mrs. Overbeck about some 

new features and/or books for the year! But first and more 
importantly, lemme show you some books! 

Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein 
 This book is crazy popular, and it is for a good reason. 

The story part of it is when a few kids qualify for a competition… 
created by one of the greatest gamemakers of all time, Luigi 

Lemoncello! However, this won’t be an easy battle. With 
mind-boggling puzzles, broken alliances, and confusing setups that 

will have all the protagonists scratching their heads, Mr. 
Lemoncello’s Library is a great book for those who like interesting 
plotlines, realistic and relatable characters, and a good chuckle or 

two. 
Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown 

This one is also what’d you’d call a “mainstream” book, 
but is a great read for the little kids. Calming, it’ll always help you 
when you’re feeling eccentric and energized. This book, a simple 

story, has a deep and happy yet friendly feel when you’re reading it. 
If you ever want to read picture book greatness, I advise you to 

check out Goodnight Moon. 
And now that that’s done with, check out this radical and 

wicked *cringe* interview with Mrs. Overbeck, our librarian! (Note: I 
am in bold and Mrs. Overbeck is underlined. 

Me: Well, hello, Mrs. Overbeck. 
Mrs. Overbeck: Hello, Will. How are you doing? 

Me: I’m doing well, thank you. I assume new things 
will be/already have been added to the library? 

Mrs. Overbeck: Makerspaces will resume after Winter 
Break. New things for each grade level (not totally new, but still). 

When is this newspaper coming out? 
Me: This is the newspaper for January. 

Mrs. Overbeck: Oh! Then we start coding in two weeks. 
Me: So, why does the school board feel the need to 

add Makerspace and coding into our curriculum? 
Mrs. Overbeck: For one, it gives people an opportunity 

to try something new, secondly, it allows kids to find strengths they 
didn’t know they had, and it also improves critical-thinking and 

problem-solving skills. 
Me: Splendid. Has anything else been added to our 

school library? 
Mrs. Overbeck: We have new fiction chapter books, new 

ebooks - wait, not new ebooks - and new fiction picture books.  
Me: I noticed that you stumbled upon ebooks and 

omitted nonfiction. Why is that? 
        Mrs. Overbeck: Well, for nonfiction, I simply forgot to include it, 
but for ebooks, I still have to place an order for them. I’d like to see 
what teachers need (preferably in science and social studies), but 

I’m planning for them to arrive in the spring. 
Me: So, what are your two favorite books? 

Mrs. Overbeck: I’d have to say… Because of Mr. Terupt 
and Junkyard Wonders by Patricia Polacco. Love those books. 

Me: Well, thank you very much, Mrs. Overbeck! 
Thank you for helping our library! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11. On January 4, 1896, Utah 
became the 45th state. 

12. On January 6, 1912. New 
Mexico became the 47th state. 

13. January 8 - Elvis Presley's 
birthday 

14. January 11 - National Human 
Trafficking Awareness Day in 
the United States 

15. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in 
the United States - Third 
Monday 

16. On January 2, 1788, Georgia 
ratified the Constitution. 

17. January 26 - Republic Day in 
India 

18. On January 1, 1863, the 
Emancipation Proclamation was 
issued by Abraham Lincoln. 

19. On the first Monday of January, 
Handsel Monday is celebrated 
in Scotland and northern 
England. 

Special Area Staff Spotlight 
By: Kate Hagan 

This month the Staff Spotlight is 
featuring Mrs. Overbeck. She said that 
she wanted to be a librarian when she 
was teaching 5th grade. Mrs. 
Overbeck just felt like she belonged in 
the library. “I just loved sharing books 
with kids,” Mrs. Overbeck commented.  

The reason that Mrs. 
Overbeck wanted to be a school 
librarian rather than work at a public 
library was because she enjoyed 
spending time with kids, and that she 
loved teaching. 

The person who inspired 
her was the former librarian: Mrs. 
Scott. Mrs. Scott just loved being 
around kids, and helping them find 
books that made them happy. 

One fun fact about her is 
that on Mrs. Overbeck’s first day of 
kindergarten, she told her mother that 
she didn’t want to go to school 
anymore because she had not learned 
to read that day. 

Her mom helped her love 
reading. If her mother hadn’t done 
what she did, then we wouldn’t have 
such a great librarian! 

Mrs. Overbeck always 
wanted to be a teacher, she said that 
she always played school when she 
was a young child. 

I hope that you enjoyed 
getting to know about our beloved 
librarian, Mrs. Overbeck! 

 



 

you going to stop this dreadful 
predicament? By using the habit Seek 
First to Understand, Then To Be 
Understood!  

This habit will help you 
with lots of things in life, and not 
only baby brothers. In school, when 
you’re older, and even when you get a 
job! So, this January, please do not 
only look with your eyes, but also 
with your brain. Some things seem so 
strange, but you must remember to 
use your brain and schema to make 
sure that everyone benefits from the 
dilemma.  

Now, go enjoy the rest of 
your time in 2018!   

 

 

Student Poll 
By: Jackson Reed 

 
 

 

 

 


